
Youth With A Mission (YWAM) Auckland �

JDTS 2010 Information for applicants           Page 1 of 6 

Justice Discipleship Training School 
INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS 
 
Thanks for your interest in our school!  Here is some information to describe more fully what the school 
is about and provide you with some practical information to help you make a good decision.  We have 
also provided some helpful information on filling out the application form which is attached as a 
separate document.  If you have any questions or need any further information please don’t hesitate to 
contact us.  Peace!  Josie Smith (DTS Director) 

What is a DTS? 
The Youth With A Mission (YWAM) Discipleship Training School (DTS) is a standardised course run 
by YWAM operating locations throughout the world. The School is designed to train Christians to be, 
and make, disciples of Jesus. To achieve this goal, four main aims are emphasised on the DTS: 
 

1. Knowing God as a Christian - To provide the student with an overview of the character and 
nature of God and the characteristics and responsibilities of the Christian worker. 

2. Mandate of the Christian - To equip the student with a clear vision of the essence of the great 
Commission and his/her role and responsibility to fulfil that mandate. 

3. Methods of the Christian - To provide the student with methods for contributing to the 
fulfilment of the Great Commission and the opportunity to gain experience using some of those 
methods to share the Gospel with others. 

4. Character of the Christian - To provide the student with opportunities to understand his/her 
own character and its development and how the student relates with others.  

 
The DTS is a special time in your life to seek and know the Lord better. We are committed to doing all 
we can to help you realise this goal. All staff are non-salaried missionaries dedicated to the training and 
equipping of Christians who want their lives to count for God and impact their world and generation for 
God.  
 
It is good to take note that DTS is aimed at students 18-35 years old.  This way we can tailor the course 
to suit the needs of our students more specifically.  If you are over 35 or want to do a DTS as a family, 
then please check out some of the Crossroads or Family DTS options on our national website:  
www.ywam.org.nz. 
  

Basic Structure 
The school takes place in the context of a “live-learn” environment and is arranged in two parts 
consisting of twelve weeks of Lectures and twelve weeks of Field Assignment. There is an additional 
week at the end of the field assignment for report back and debrief.  This will take place back in New 
Zealand at the end of the school. 
 

Lecture Phase 
Lecture Phase is a three month classroom segment which uses lectures, discussions, workshops, small 
group interaction and personal study. A close community of students and staff provides an environment 
where the application of Biblical principles can be lived and worked out. Students benefit from the 
expertise of international and local lecturers. 
 

Curriculum 
Some of the potential topics that will be covered through lectures, small groups, discussion, bible study, 
application and the field assignment will be: 
 

�  The nature and character of God �  Growing your personal relationship with God 
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�  Learning to hear God’s voice 
�  Worship, prayer and intercession 
�  The Word / Bible Study 
�  Cultural Mandate/Kingdom of God 
�  Godly Relationships 
�  Stewardship/Work 
�  Creating With God 
�  Biblical World View / Discipling Nations 
�  Spiritual Warfare 
�  The Person and Work of Jesus / the Cross 
�  The Fear of the Lord 
�  Father Heart of God 
�  Sin, Repentance and Restitution 

�  Relinquishing rights 
�  Identity in Christ 
�  Renewing the mind 
�  Person and work of the Holy Spirit 
�  Understanding your gifts/calling/identity 
�  The Great Commission Mandate 
�  History of the advance of the Gospel 
�  Sharing the Gospel with the lost 
�  Cross cultural communication  
�  Unreached Peoples/10/40-window 
�  Poor and Needy 
�  Understanding different world religions

 
Some of the specific justice related topics that may be addressed include: 

�  A biblical understanding of Justice and Mercy 
�  God’s heart for those suffering in situations of injustice 
�  Specific issues: 

o Poverty:  Inequalities in the distribution of resources, homelessness, roots of poverty 
o Sex trade: Prostitution, Porn industry, abuse and exploitation of children, Human trafficking 
o Economic exploitation: Fair trade, slavery 
o War related issues:  Genocide, Political corruption 
o Health Issues:  Access to healthcare, Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), AIDS/HIV 

 
 

Speakers 
We invite speakers from a variety of different backgrounds, denominations, ethnicities, ages to comde 
and teach on our schools.  To give you a taste  of the kind of people we typically invite (though each 
school will vary, depending on people’s availability) here are some of the speakers for 2009: 
 

PHIL CUNNINGHAM – Justice & Poverty 
 “I have been working with YWAM for the last 14 years, 4 of those in LA and the 
rest in Seattle, WA. Just moved down to work with YWAM in San Diego.  The area of justice has 
been heavy on me for the last 4 years and I have taught on it many times on the Mission 
Adventures programs in the USA and Canada. I also have a blog that I post weekly on justice 
issues at www.philnamy.com.” 
 

MANDY HUDSON – Spiritual Warfare / Rehabilitative v s punitive justice  

 
Mandy is from the UK, where she worked as an IT Analyst and as a Youth Pastor. She has been in 
NZ for just under 3 years, all of those with YWAM and she did her DTS in 2005 in Auckland. After 
staffing a number of DTS schools, Mandy moved into community work in South Auckland.  Her 
main ministry now is in a Women's prison, where she runs a Youth Alpha course, pastoring the 
youth of the prison. She ministers in the at risk unit of the prison and runs chapel services on a 
Sunday. Mandy also teaches on a secular living skills programme.  Her heart is to reach and disciple 
Maori people, whom she believes God has called her to . Her passion is Jesus, New Zealand and 
chocolate! 
 

PATRICK DODSON – The Kingdom of God 
Patrick and Heather Dodson have been living in NZ and around the world for the last 25 years. Working 
mostly with YWAM in over 30 nations, they have focused on discipleship in the area of the arts and 
communication.  They also have four children which has been a central part of their own life and growth.  
Patrick grew up in California (Monterey) and joined YWAM in 1982. He met his wife Heather (from 
NZ) two years later on the Anastasis, a missions ship sailing around the South Pacific (aka: The Love 
Boat). Together, they led a number of DTS's and then other media schools for the NZ government and 
YWAM. Patrick has led 21 schools in YWAM, designing 10 of them for the U of N.  Today they live in 

Auckland focusing on their extended family and sending their kids into the world of game design (Josiah 21, living in 
Seattle), Film direction (Jordan 20 in Auckland) and the arts (Jasmine 17 and Levi 14). For more info on the Dodson's, you 
can visit their web site at: www.patrickdodson.net 

JILL DAWSON BILLS – The Holy Spirit 
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Jill grew up in YWAM as a Dawson gal.  She is based in Kona with her husband John and is a 
member of the international DTS centre, overseeing and supporting DTSs all around the world.  Jill 
lives and breathes discipleship and missions and she and John have been heavily involved in the 
whole area of HIV and AIDS for the past few years.  She says of herself -   “I am passionate about 
following Jesus Christ. I have learned that we are not called to safety, but we are promised that God 
will be with us when we are in danger or suffering. And there is no better place to be than in the 
hands or arms of God.” 
 

AARON WALSH – Intimacy with God 
Aaron (NZ) and Kristi(USA) Walsh have been involved in the formation and leadership of the 
Tauranga House of Prayer from its conception. Previously to that they spent 7 years in Kansas 
City as part of the core foundational team, later serving on the senior leadership team of the 
International House of Prayer(IHOP).  They carry a passion to see the next generation take hold of 
the mandate God has given them in this hour. They moved to Tauranga from Kansas City to 
Tauranga with their daughter, Taylor, in January 2006. Aaron and Kristi are heading up the THOP 
team and the equipping/training associated with THOP. 

 
STEVE AHEARN- The Father heart of God 

Steve is married to Julie and they have four children:  Joanna, Jonathan, Sharon, and 
Michael.   He is both National Director for YWAM Australia and a leader at YWAM 
Melbourne.  Steve’s main focus, emphasis and commitment are towards leadership 
development. To raise a new wave of leaders amongst the ‘young men’ and that ‘older’ 
and present leaders grow and develop into ‘father’ leaders. Steve regularly teaches at 
YWAM’s training and development courses including the Discipleship Training School 
and School of Evangelism, where he covers topics such as Wisdom, Relationships, 
Authority and Submission, Evangelism, Spiritual Gifts, Father Heart of God and others. 
He has a heart to see men and women fulfilled in their call and destiny in Christ and 
mobilised in the Church. He also has a passion for revival and has been involved in city 

wide movements focused on prayer, unity and broad evangelism to see the richest blessings of God for the church. During 
his time with YWAM Melbourne, Steve has also had a major focus on cities and has been used to help release ministries; 
supported and encouraged to see them changed. Steve is an exhorter, whose style is relaxed and often humorous, but always 
challenging and stimulating. 
 

MARK PARKER – The Lordship Of Jesus 
Mark – a Kiwi -  is our Base Director, Chairman of the YWAM NZ National Leardeship Team and our 
Nationla Training Director.  He is married to Prue and they have five boys.   Mark and Prue did their 
DTS in Christchurch in 1987.  Since then theyhave gone on to pioneer two bases, oversee many DTSs 
and teach in hundred of DTSs around the world.  1999 the Parkers moved to Auckland to focus more on 
Training, and also take on the role of one of the directors of YWAM Auckland (Te Ao Marama).  IN 
2008/2009 Mark shifted a part of the Ministry in South Auckland to downtown to pioneer YWAM 
Auckland Central.  His overriding passion is “discipleship and leadership development, seeing young 
people grow and fulfilling all that the Lord has created them for.” He often teaches on 'The Cross, 
Lordship' and 'Relationships' on the DTS’ in NZ, South Pacific, Australia and SE Asia. 
 

PAUL and SUSI CHILDERS – Missions, purpose/ Being a  Voice for the Voiceless 

Paul and Susi are married and have a son, Levi and a daughter, Elisa a.  They currently 
reside in Kailua-Kona, Hawaii and work with YWAM there. 

Susi is a native of the Black Forest, Germany. For over 20 years, she has pursued 
photography as an art and a profession. After graduating from her training as a 
photographer, she worked professionally in Germany with a special focus on portraiture 
for over 10 years.  She then decided to use her photographic skills in a way which 
allowed her to speak for those who could not speak for themselves. She has used her 
camera to work on community development projects in nations like Ethiopia, 
Afghanistan, Nepal, India, Brazil as w ell as to advocate for those who suffer injustice.   
She has worked in over 50 nations and has published 5 photographic works: The Eyes of 
Afghanistan, A Voice for the Voiceless, Unique: Faces of the Nations, 30 days of Prayer 
for the Voiceless booklet and Hakani (A Voice for Life).  
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Paul is a native of Auckland, New Zealand.  Though his professional training is in 
theology (BMin), he has worked in the last years on developing photogenX. He is 
passionate to use photography as a tool of transformation and has led the ministry and 
overseen the various photogenX publications.  Paul is enthusiastic about the world; he has 
visited over 50 nations on the planet. He is a sought after lecturer and communicator on 
issues, ranging from biblical studies, leadership, and justice issues. 

 
Field Assignment Phase 
The school will split up into teams for a twelve week field assignment phase.  Each team will work with 
a different ministry that tackles some issue of injustice in a cross cultural setting.  There is potential to 
have 10 weeks of outreach overseas and 2 weeks in Auckland city which will be explored closer to the 
time.  
 
All YWAM DTS field assignments are evangelism oriented and that will be the case on these 
outreaches with our primary target peoples being those suffering in situations of injustice. 
 
Specific details regarding the type of ministry and the locations will be decided closer to the time and 
there will be opportunity given to you as a student to pray into which location and team you want to be 
a part of.  Possible locations at this stage include Mumbai, India;  Thailand;  Cambodia; Northern 
Uganda, Israel, one of the Pacific Islands and possibly a country in Eastern Europe. 
 
Please keep in mind that the Field Assignment is still a training time and so you need to be aware that: 

�  Students will not be sent to places beyond their ability to cope spiritually 
�  For the protection of the students (and for more effective evangelism) good leadership from 

among YWAM staff will be appointed for each team 
�  Lectures, written and practical assignments may be ongoing during the Field Assignment. 

 
The major emphasis for outreach for this Justice focussed field assignment will be to connect you with 
a ministry already doing some significant work in a particular area and give you opportunity to both 
apply what you have learned throughout lecture phase and operate in your areas of gifting.   
 

The Course Director and Leadership 
The School Director is responsible for the teaching, and to see that all the essential areas are covered 
during the School. The Director and his/her team will meet regularly to seek the mind of the Lord on 
the day-to-day running requirements of the School as well as the needs of individual students. In 
general, the lectures provide depth, whereas the small groups and specific one on one mentoring further 
the application of truth in your life. 
 
University of the Nations (UofN) 
This School is registered with the Youth With A Mission (YWAM) University of the Nations and 
will enable successful students to gain 12 credits for the Lecture Phase and 12 credits for the Field 
Assignment Phase toward a University of the Nations degree. For more information on the University 
of the Nations, please see www.uofn.com. 

Some practical information   
 

Dates for 2010 
 
Lecture Phase   26th Sept – 18th Dec 
Outreach Phase   27th Dec – 18th Mar 
Debriefing week    20th Mar – 24th Mar 
Graduation   25th Mar 2011 
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Financial Information 
 

Registration Fee:        
Singles         NZ$50 
Married Couples       NZ$75 
  

Lecture Phase: 
Lecture fees 12 weeks of lectures in Auckland   NZ$4000 
1 week of debrief after OR      NZ$300 
Transport and Activity Fee      NZ$500 
 

Total Lecture Phase:       NZ$4800 
�  Includes Room and Board for 12 weeks; Lecture fees, Transportation for ministry related excursions, 

administration, classroom operating expenses and GST (goods and services tax). 
�  On completion of the Outreach/Field Assignment Phase, all students will return to Auckland for a week of report 

back and graduation.   
�  Does not include your flights to New Zealand and back home after DTS 

 
Outreach Phase Fees: 
Administration fee       NZ$250 
International outreach ground Fees per person (12 weeks)  NZ$2500 
Airfare (Average approximation depending on location)  NZ$1000 – NZ$3200 
 
Total Outreach fees:       NZ$3750 – NZ$5950 

�  The administration fee covers the cost of setting up the outreach 
�  Ground fees include the local cost of transport, food, accommodation, ministry costs, host ministry administration 

fee, etc. for the entire field assignment phase.   
�  Airfares are dependant on location and season and may represent an approximate range only. 

 
Total Cost of Justice DTS 2010:    NZ$8550 – NZ$10750 
(excluding application fee and dependant on outreach location airfare) 
 
Please check out the current exchange rates for your local currency on www.xe.com 
 

Financial Aid 
Please be aware that we are not able to offer any scholarships or financial aid.  We may consider 
offering a discount on the tuition portion of lecture phase fees for children of current long term, full 
time support based missionaries.  If this is your situation, please contact us to enquire.  
 
From time to time we may also offer students from developing nations a discount on the tuition portion 
of lecture phase fees, but this will entirely be at the discretion of the board of trustees and the school 
director and will be dependant on there not being a suitable local alternative available.  Again, please 
feel free to enquire if this is your situation. 
 
Getting to NZ and Visa Information 
If you are accepted you will need to purchase a round trip flight from your country of origin to New 
Zealand.  Please note that the cost of this ticket is not included in the above DTS costs.   
 
Generally you will be able to enter NZ as a visitor and most developed nations are eligible for a free 3 
month visitor’s visa on entry (6 months for UK citizens).  For some countries there may be more 
stringent visa requirements and some costs related to obtaining a visitor visa so you’d be well advised 
to check these online at www.immigration .govt.nz.  Please note we are not able to provide sponsorship 
for visas for any students so you will need to ensure that you are able to meet all the requirements for a 
regular visitor visa before even applying for the school.   
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We will give you further information regarding your flights to NZ and visa once your application has 
been approved. 

Guide to the Application Process 
Please complete all the questions on the application form.  If a question does not apply to you, write 
N/A in the space provided. If you are married, please complete a separate application form for each of 
you.   
 
Please write your name on the three reference forms and give them to your pastor, a friend, and an 
employer or teacher. (Please don’t give the forms to family members).  The reference forms need to be 
sent directly from the person filling out the form to the registrar via email. 
 
Once we receive the application form, the three reference forms, the passport photos and application 
fee, your application will be processed. If you are accepted, we will send you an acceptance packet with 
all the information you will need to prepare for your arrival in New Zealand! 
 
Mailing address: 
 
 
Checklist: 

 Application Form completed and emailed to us at aucklandregistrar@gmail.com. 
 Reference Forms sent out to referees (Pastor, friend and teacher or employer). 
 Two passport photos, signed disclaimer and registration fee mailed to us. 

 


